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On behalf of the staff at Aberfoyle Park High School I 
would like to thank our school community for your 
support as we navigated the challenge COVID-19 
presented to us. 

At the end of last term our staff 
undertook professional learning in 
order to be ready for online delivery 
from the start of term 2. During the 
4 days staff undertook learning in 

using Webex to link with students for learning at home. 
As well, they explored a number of other tools that 
could be used to support student learning. I am very 
proud and grateful for their commitment in quickly 
embracing the challenge with delivery from the first day 
of this term. 

The school holidays saw South Australia’s handling of 
the coronavirus such that students and families were 
encouraged to return to school. As indicated in my letter 
to the community on 7 May, we will be running learning 
at school only from today - 18 May. Some staff will 
continue to use the tools that they used in the first 3 
weeks, depending on the needs and suitability of the 
subjects they teach. 

As we move back to only face-to-face teaching from 
18 May support for student learning and completion of 
assessment tasks have been reinstated. Starting in the 
first two weeks this includes Senior Floor Learning Hub, 
year 8 and year 9 Literacy and Numeracy Tutoring and 
Work Completion. Our focus is continuing to be on 

student learning and their achievements. As the health 
advice changes, we will look at reintroducing camps, 
excursions and school sport. 

COVID-19 has seen additional cleaning of our school 
between 10.00am and 2.00pm. This cleaning is focusing on 
high touch areas such as door handles and additional 
cleaning of the toilets. There has also been extra hours of 
cleaning after school. Hand sanitisers are in each 
classroom. 

The gym is only available during health and physical 
education lessons. Once community sport has been 
approved in this state to occur indoors, we will look at 
reintroducing access to the gym at lunch time. 

This newsletter marks five more weeks of semester 1. 
There is ample time for students to seek help and ensure 
they have completed their assessment tasks. It is 
important that students seek help earlier rather than later 
so they do not feel overwhelmed which can lead to not 
doing anything and resulting in a downhill spiral. Our staff 
want our students to do well. 

It has been good to have our students back at school, 
reconnecting with their friends, peers and teachers. 

Our Capital Works building program will commence in 
mid-June. This will see us vacating the English block and 
students moving classes whilst the English block and the 
former Student Services and Learning Support areas of 
the school undergo teaching and office redevelopment. 
Once the first stage is finished work will commence on 
the senior floor. 
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In addition to the Capital Works, the kindergarten building located on our school site will be converted back into teaching 
spaces. We are awaiting the appointment of an architect to work with us on the design of the building’s interior. We 
expect this work to be completed by the end of the year. 

Since our last newsletter a number of staff changes have occurred: 

 Cassie Dickeson is the Deputy Principal 
 Shauna Thompson is the Assistant Principal, Middle School and Year 8-12 Wellbeing 
 Anna Cocks has joined us teaching mathematics 
 Keith South is on leave for the first 4 weeks of term 2. 

As the tertiary sector navigates the COVID-19 pandemic they are making decisions 
about 2021 student enrolments. We have received information from The University of 
Adelaide that they will have an alternative entry pathway for admission based on year 
11 results. The alternative pathway will enable 2020 year 12 students to apply for entry 
into the vast majority of their undergraduate degrees based predominantly on their 
2019 year 11 subject results. Should students be successful, they could receive an offer 
of admission as early as this September, just 1 month after SATAC applications for this 
new alternative entry pathway close. 

 

In planning for 2021 we are in the process of developing the Curriculum Handbook to support our course counselling 
and selection process which commence in term 3. This year we are including specific advice to students and their 
families who may be interested in commencing the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) which we 
intend to deliver in 2022. One of the key aspects is that students who wish to undertake the IBDP need to continue a 
language study in year 9 and 10. Ryan Brown, Assistant Principal and coordinator of the IBDP, is available to answer any 
questions. Over the term 1 school holidays and this term, we have a number of staff being trained to deliver the IBDP 
subjects. The training has been rigorous and demanding as it has been done online and the staff need to complete all of 
the modules within a 3 to 4 week timeline in addition to their teaching and learning responsibilities. In order for us to be 
authorised as an IB World School, IBDP authorisation visits are scheduled to occur mid-2021. 

As the colder days and months set in it is important that if students are unwell that they do not attend school. This 
advice has previously been provided to the community through communications via the school. Tips and advice on how 
to protect yourself and your family’s health can also be found at www.sahealth.sa.gov/keepingwell. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

  

Congratulations to Elliott Thornhill (101). Elliott has put his 3D printing skills to 
good use and has been printing personal protection gear for health workers. 
He was interviewed on the Channel 10 Today Show on 28 April. He and his 
sister have been making ear savers for the benefit of health workers wearing 
face masks. 

https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/healthy+living/keep+well+keep+connected
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CALENDAR DATES 

 

TERM 2 2020 

Tuesday 19/05/2020 7.00pm Governing Council 

Thursday 04/06/2020 Casual Day 

Monday 08/06/2020 Public Holiday 

Tuesday 09/06/2020 Student Free Day 

Tuesday 09/06/2020 5.30pm Finance Meeting 

Tuesday 16/06/2020 7.00pm Governing Council 

Friday 03/07/2020 Term 2 concludes:  2.15pm dismissal 

 

TERM 3 2020  -  **SCHOOL RESUMES MONDAY 20 JULY** 

Wednesday 22/07/2020 Year 10 Immunisations 

Tuesday 04/08/2020 5.30pm Finance Meeting 

Thursday 06/08/2020 Career Expo, STEM Centre 

Tuesday 11/08/2020 7.00pm Governing Council 
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2020 YOUTH RECOGNITION AWARD 
Congratulations to Amy-Jean Moore (year 8) who has been nominated to receive a City of Onkaparinga 2020 Youth 
Award. The Onkaparinga Youth Committee coordinates these awards to celebrate the achievements of young people 
and acknowledge their valuable contributions to the community. 

Amy has worked extremely hard as a volunteer at a café learning how to serve customers and become a barista. She is 
environmentally aware and volunteers as an eco-leader with school attending propagation workshops at other locations 
in her own time to build her skills.   Well done Amy! 

 

 

 

SENIOR SCHOOL – TERM 2 
Assistant Principal Senior School Innovation & 8-12 Career Ed 

Firstly, I wish to congratulate Aberfoyle Park High School staff and students on the way they have adapted to our new 
circumstances with such a positive attitude. Staff working with Senior School students have been working tirelessly to 
ensure students have scaffolds, lesson notes and examples to support them whether learning at home or at school. 

Some important information for parents / caregivers and students to be aware of: 

Mid-Year exams for Stage 2 subjects will go ahead in week 7 of this term. We will ensure Social distancing 
requirements and hygiene practices are met. The exam timetable will be distributed via email by the end of week 4 by 
Mr Brian Stratfold – SACE Leader. 

Stage 1 exams will be held in relevant timetabled classes in week 8. 

The Year 12 group photo was postponed from May to term 4 due to COVID-19. Once the business provides us with an 
alternate time we will let you know. 

After School Learning Hub is open for business again on Senior Floor every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday from 
3.30pm – 4.30pm (note change of time due to day light saving).  It is recommended if students need extra support they 
attend these sessions. This is a voluntary staff initiative. 

VET students are strongly advised to contact their relevant lecturer to determine how their course will be running this 
term. Some VET RTO’s and TAFE courses are conducting lessons face to face, while others are conducting lessons 
online. This information is constantly changing and students need to be proactive in communicating with their relevant 
lecturer. Any questions, concerns or support needed please contact Kass Holmes – VET Leader 
kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au 

The SACE Board is constantly providing information and updates regarding changes to Stage 2 subjects for 2020 due to 
COVID-19, please go to www.sace.sa.edu.au if you would like to see how your child’s subject may have changed or 
watch the latest updates. 

As always if you have any questions regarding your child’s learning please contact the relevant subject teacher or a 
member of the Senior School Team: 

 fran.charlton@aphs.sa.edu.au – Fran Charlton – Assistant Principal Senior School / Year 8 – 12 Career 
Development 

 julie mohtasham@aphs.sa.edu.au – Julie Mohtasham – Senior Leader Senior School + Year 11 / 4th 
Year IGNITE Leader 

 oksana.kaczmarsky@aphs.sa.edu.au – Oksana Kaczmarsky – Year 12 Leader 
 brian.stratfold@aphs.sa.edu.au – Brian Stratfold – SACE Leader / Year 11 Leader 
 samantha.eliades@aphs.sa.edu.au – Samantha Eliades – Year 10 Leader / PLP Leader 
 kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au – Kass Holmes – VET Leader 
 aneleise.truman@aphs.sa.edu.au – Aneleise Truman – Youth Worker (IPP) 

 

mailto:kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/
mailto:fran.charlton@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:julie.mohtasham@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:oksana.kaczmarsky@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:brian.stratfold@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:samantha.eliades@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:aneleise.truman@aphs.sa.edu.au
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FINANCE 
Thank you to all families who have paid their Material and Services fees.  For those families with 
invoices still outstanding please make payment immediately to our finance department. For other 
enquiries regarding payment plans, using QKR! to pay and school card enquiries please contact finance 
via email on finance@aphs.sa.edu.au and someone will get back to you. 

 

 

ONKAPARINGA LIBRARIES 
Julie Morgon, Library 

We are excited to announce the reopening of the Hub Library for limited services from Monday 18 May 2020. We 
can only open after school hours from 3.30pm-5.30 pm weekdays, as well as Saturdays 10.00am-1.00pm, and 
Sundays 2.00pm-5.00pm.  To ensure we follow the strict guidelines provided by SA Health with regard to hygiene 
and social distancing, there will be a limit of 10 customers inside at any given time for 15 minutes per visit.    

You are able to enter the library to 'Browse and Borrow' for up to 15 minutes to allow as many people as possible to 
enjoy our service, and keep lines to a minimum. Our 'Call and Collect' service remains for those who would like to 
continue to pick up their holds from the library. 

All returns are quarantined which means that items may still appear on your library card for up to 72 hours. It is a 
requirement that you place your returns into the external chutes. 

School students are still not able to leave the school via the library, or wait inside for after school pick-up 
arrangements. Anyone wanting to use the library will be required to enter via the public entrance during the 
restricted opening hours under the same conditions as mentioned above. 

Please be aware that the following services are not available at this stage.  

• Toy and Sport Collections 

• Computers 

• Photocopying and printing 

• Newspapers 

• Library activities and digital literacy support  

• Reading areas 

• JP services 

Please refer to further updates on council website https://www.onkaparingacity.com/Emergency-
announcements/Covid-19  
and Facebook. 

We also offer excellent online resources including, Beamafilm - excellent choice of films, Pressreader - online 
magazines, and Libby - digital books and audio-books.  All you need is your library membership card or for students 
the barcode on their student ID. More information can be found within this newsletter. 

We thank you for your understanding during this time and look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:finance@aphs.sa.edu.au
https://www.onkaparingacity.com/Emergency-announcements/Covid-19
https://www.onkaparingacity.com/Emergency-announcements/Covid-19
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NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA ON SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH DISABILITY 
(NCCD) 
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with 
Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already available in the school about 
supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative requirements under the Disability 
Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).  

Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes:  
 year of schooling 
 category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional 
 level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice, 

supplementary, substantial or extensive.  

This information assists schools to:  
 formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools  
 consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools 
 develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve educational 

outcomes for students with disability. 

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more broadly for the 
support of students with disability. 

The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any testing process. The 
school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no individual student will be able to be 
identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that 
regulate the collection, storage and disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, please 
refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy). 

Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au). 

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact Sally Wilson at the school. 

YEAR 12 COFFEE CATCH UP 
Hayley Wiedermann, Student Wellbeing Leader 

Monday 11 May was the first year 12 Coffee Catch Up session. Some of our year 12’s huddled around, listening to 
music whilst planning their week at school. Some shared exciting things that were happening in their lives at the 
moment which was great. 

Recess time every Monday, the Common Room will open so year 12 students have the opportunity to chat, debrief 
and prepare themselves for the week. They will only be allowed to enter if they have registered via emailing me at 
hayley.wiedermann@aphs.sa.edu.au. I get a sense that this will get more popular as the weather gets colder. 

https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
mailto:sally.wilson@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:hayley.wiedermann@aphs.sa.edu.au
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INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM AT ABERFOYLE PARK HIGH SCHOOL 
Sarah Johnson, Senior School Reception and International Secretary 

We welcomed three new year 10 international students at the start of the term due to completing their ISEC studies 
during term 1 at Reynella East College. They are from Mishima in Japan and will be with us until the end of the 
school year. Towards the end of last term we had four students return home earlier than scheduled due to travel 
restrictions however we have eight students continuing with their Study Abroad program. 

The International Program at Aberfoyle Park High School would not be the same without the support of our 
International Ambassadors. We are very grateful for our current ambassadors and our two year 12 International 
Ambassador leaders. 

Students from all year levels volunteer their time to be part of the International Program. This involves ‘buddying 
up’ with new international students when they arrive, helping them find their way around school and generally 
make the international students feel welcome. We are looking for new International Ambassador especially in the 
middle school year levels. 

If you would like to apply to be an International Ambassador please contact kate.lonergan@aphs.sa.edu.au the 
International Student Program Manager. 

 

 

HOST FAMILIES FOR STUDY TOURS 
Sarah Johnson, Senior School Reception and International Secretary 

We are continually recruiting and accrediting new host families to participate in the International Study Tour program 
by hosting Japanese high school students. Study Tours are usually for 2 weeks during July/August each year. The next 
Study Tour will be in 2021. During this time they will experience Australian school and family life and participate in 
excursions and school activities. 

For the duration of their visit the students stay with accredited host families which are organised through the school. 
The students are usually between 15 and 17 years of age. 

Here is a testimonial from a Homestay family: 

‘We have been hosting international students for the past 3 years and it has been an amazing experience for 
everyone in the family. We found that hosting has brought us together as a family and we feel our family has 
grown substantially with members all over the world. For anyone thinking of hosting we say “Give it a go”, you 
will not regret it. It is such a wonderful experience and it will enrich your lives’.  The Siemensma family 

Host families receive a reimbursement of approximately $250 a week to cover out of pocket expenses. 

If you would like more information on how to apply to become an accredited host family for future Study Tours 
please contact Sarah Johnson, International Secretary on 8270 4455 (select option 3) or email 
sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au. 

mailto:kate.lonergan@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au
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SOCCER NEWS 
Anita Sharrad, Health and Physical Education (H&PE) 

On Thursday 7 May the H&PE team ran an 11-a-side soccer match between year 11 and 12 students. This match was 
organised to gather data from player’s positions on the field during a competitive game. GPS trackers and HR 
monitors were attached to each player and the game was recorded. This data will now be used for our SACE Stage 1 
PE students to analyse. Thank you to all students who came out to play and helped on the side lines. It was a great 
game to watch and highlighted the many talented soccer players we have in our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

INTEROCEPTION RESOURCE AVAILABLE NOW 
Sally Wilson, Learning Support Coordinator 

For families with children that have still developing emotional regulation and underdeveloped emotional literacy, 
there is now available a Parent and Caregiver Booklet that provides information and practical activities that you 
can do with your children to develop children’s understanding of interoception. 

Interoception is our conscious perception of our internal body signals which let us know how to respond to human 
needs or relate to our emotional experiences. Interoception is the pre-requisite for self-regulation.  

Benefits of teaching interoception:  

 to help children connect to and learn to understand their own bodies and emotions  

 it provides children with the tools to know when they are developing emotional reactions and the skills to 
be in control of those reactions.  

If you would like me to forward you an electronic copy of this resource developed by the Department for 
Education, please email me directly at sally.wilson@aphs.sa.edu.au. 

mailto:sally.wilson@aphs.sa.edu.au
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  GIRLS MIDDLE SCHOOL WELLBEING PROGRAM 
Hayley Wiedermann, Student Wellbeing Leader 

The Girls Middle School Wellbeing Program has commenced for term 2. The first session saw the girls’ package up 
Mother’s Day/Special Person’s Day gift hampers ready for Sunday 10 May.  Many of the resources were donated by 
school staff which is really appreciated. 

Week 2 saw the girls decorate cookies also to hand out on Mother’s Day/Special Person’s Day. There was lots of 
laughter, lots of singing, chaos and mess but they all loved it and that’s the main thing. 

Each Friday at lunchtime, the Middle School Girls will work on a different project together. Projects coming up 
include: cupcake decorating, knitting, cross-stitching, nature walks, team picnic and a fitness boot camp. 

Watch this space for more exciting projects from the APHS Middle School Wellbeing Program. 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION TRAINING (VET) 
CERTIFICATE II COMMUNITY SERVICES 
Kass Holmes, VET Leader 

Students in this course are learning about how to support clients in a community-based environment and what their 
responsibilities are, how to operate and complete office tasks and organise daily work activities. The course teaches 
students about the safety of themselves and others and also about diversity and how to include everybody. 

The students must also complete First Aid training and for these students that meant 3 days of intensive learning. 
The course began by answering 100 multiple choice questions online which they required a 100% passing rate. Then 
students had to complete many practicals including CPR and bandage dressings for the many various reasons such as 
broken bones, snake bites, sprained wrists and ankles and serious wounds. They were also trained in anaphylaxis, 
diabetes management and asthma attacks. Students completed the training with an exam to demonstrate their 
knowledge and to gain certification. 

The photos show the students demonstrating their skills and abilities of handling situations that could arise at school 
or in a child care setting. All students who attended the 3-day training successfully completed the course. 

If you are interested in VET courses and opportunities or learning more about VET please contact Kass Holmes, the 
VET Leader by either emailing kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au or contacting the school. 

mailto:kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au
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SENIOR SCHOOL WELLBEING PROGRAM – MURAL TEAM 
Hayley Wiedermann and Aneleise Truman 

As part of the Senior School Wellbeing Program ran by Aneleise Truman (Youth Worker) and Hayley Wiedermann 
(Student Wellbeing Leader), a Mural Team has been formed. This team consists of stage 1 and 2 students who have 
a passion for art and creativity. The design will be based on the school’s natural surroundings including wildlife, 
native foliage and warm colours and will be on display in the new Senior Hub that is scheduled to be built as part of 
the Capital Works Program. 

This mural project has been made possible because of a Community Grant that was obtained in 2019 by the City of 
Onkaparinga. 

We are really excited to watch this project develop throughout the next year. Below are some draft sketches that 
the team have put together: 
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